36 Pittsburgh Press, Fri., Dec. 10, 1976 

Assassination 
Panel Budget 
$6.5 Million 

WASHINGTON (UPI) — The special House panel 
investigating the deaths of John F. Kennedy and Martin 
Luther King Jr. has approved a “bare-boned” budget of 
$6.5 million — 13 times the figure suggested three 

The proposal must be ap- 
proved by the full House, where 
the price tag is likely to stir 
strong opposition. The 1973-74 
House impeachment proceedings 
against Richard M. Nixon, in 
contrast, cost less than $2.8 
million. 

Richard A. Sprague, the 
director of the dual probes by 
the House Select Committee on 
Assassinations, testified yester- 
day before the panel “the cost 
of investigation is high” but in- 
sisted it was “the bare-boned 
minimum figure ” 

He warned Congress “not to play games” and said 
“any cut . . . will make the task impossible.” 

The House panel unanimously approved the request, 
which includes increasing the current 40-member staff 
to 170. More than $3.6 million would go to salaries and 
nearly $1.8 million for travel expenses. 
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